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Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Rules Summary:

The Bureaus of Fisheries Management and Law Enforcement request authorization to hold public hearings on a number of
proposed changes to rules related to recreational fishing in the inland and boundary waters of Wisconsin. The Department is
proposing four changes of statewide significance, and approximately 15 questions of local or regional interest, which affect

fishing regulations on individual waters.

The four changes of statewide interest include: proposals to liberalize some ice fishing and panfish harvest regulations on the
Chippewa Flowage (Sawyer County); to allow motor trolling county-wide in Ashland, Iron, Price, and Sawyer Counties; to make
consistent rules for sturgeon angling in the St. Croix River where it forms the Wisconsin-Minnesota border; and to make

consistent rules for bass angling in Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters.

For the changes of local or regional interest, the Department also has identified twenty lakes in Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, Polk,
Rusk, Sawyer, and Washburn counties as waters in which restoration of natural walleye reproduction has been identified as the
primary management objective. Each of these waters has had a walleye population sustained by natural reproduction within the
past twenty years, but for unknown reasons that reproduction has failed in recent years and stocking is currently required to
maintain a walleye population. Additionally, to address concerns that largemouth and smallmouth bass (black bass) could
potentially inhibit recovery of walleye reproduction, the Department further proposes to remove the minimum length restriction
for angler harvest of black bass in each of these lakes.

Fiscal Estimate:
None of the proposed changes are expected to have fiscal impacts.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications

N/A
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One-time Costs or Revenue Impacts for State and/or Local Government (do not include in annualized fiscal effect):
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